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By way of introduction, 
. 1972, the federal courts t of a lawsuit over 

'4ll~~~ill~fflap.'tr/l:Anderson, inherited that 
-~~~ lll~tQJt:cu'tion of the Jail was still 

I am writing you to e ... my concerns about the FCC's consideratio l inmate telephone 
charges. I maintain _that the telephone revenue was absolutely key to Marion County and our 
ability.to fight for, and eventually obtain constitutional condition8 and ultimately; A.C.A. 
~tatj.oJL : IQ. Indiana, our General Assembly has wisely looked at the issue of inmate 
telephones and enacted I.C. 5-22-23-6. In addition, the legislature has enacted a specific statute 
concerning the use of those funds for departmental betterment, specifically LC. 36-8-10-21. 
AddiUonally, 0ur appellate.ooUrtS have· consideted challenges to our •tory provisions and 
rejected them oUt of hmKt. See Al~ v. Marion County Sheriff, 89~, N.E.2d 87 (Ind. Ct. 
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Additionally, our appellate courts have considerecl'challenges to our stantory provisions and 
rejected them out of hand. See Alexander v. Marion County Sheriff, 891 iN.E.2d 87 (Ind Ct. 
App. 2008). Thus, in Indiana, we.have a judicially approved statutory sclleme that allows 
Sheriffs to utilize telephone monies to operate and maintain jails in accord with high standards. 
Obviously, the accredltation by AC~ as well as the accreditation by the llatiOoal Commission 
on Correctional Healthcare (NCCHC) directly benefits imnates and, wtinfately, their families. 

' 
Jail telephone communications me closely monitored at the Marion Co . Jail. 'Costs 

associated with Jail telephones me·bigh due to n destruction, ~Rml'-\VC81' and 
tear. Simply mainiaining these lines is diffi . At the M$ion (JoJ;ipty. 

staff dedicated to RIJ'king .~.~ ~· ·W~: . . 
a•~~stetm.All;lfl1fillll 8CC4SS to oot$de lines that 

are not restricted. This is J.c1j._lilfM\:IJAd ~~·wc~eav~tt 

o . 
Wealsofightaco1Jl$fa\l~~~ 

risk, and we have~~~Jose 

naft:.ftitl•v ..Ktew up an entire 
·gators detected a 
Jail telephone system. 
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Furthermore, we are working with the telephone vendor to provide additic1mal opportunities to the 
inmates. Obviously, we could restrict inmate communication to Jail visit$ and written letters. 
However, in addition to telephone communication, we are investigating the po~ible inmate use 
of emails and texting. Furthermore, we are considering electronic games and other devices 
which would allow inmates more opportunity for diversion. "An idle m.nid is the devil's 
workshop," and we have foiled major escape attempts over the last few y~. It takes time and 
money to develop these options for the inmates and their families, ·but;~t.elepbone monies 

allow us to move forward. . =· 
Finally, I am proud o( our funding of Jail as GED, anger . parenting 
cl~ and AA/NA icUvities. All o(these . ~~-bf . Jail's· Commissary 
Fund. Marion County just men's · ~-to Ip addras the rising 
number of female inmates. ~to the 
infrastructure were fim~~~llliJ!le 
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